
2020: Fear, Division, Isolation, and (of course) Love 
April 21, 2021 
Session 2: Discipleship 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Introductions 
 
Lamenting last week.  Recap.  Next week trust & hope! 
This week introducing - Psalm of Obedience 
 
Theme Tonight:  Being disciples during a pandemic – the cost of discipleship  

Psalm 95 - A Call to Worship and Obedience 

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
3 For the Lord is a great God, 
    and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
    the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down, 
    let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 
    and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
8     Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9 when your ancestors tested me, 
    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10 For forty years I loathed that generation 
    and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 
    and they do not regard my ways.” 
11 Therefore in my anger I swore, 
    “They shall not enter my rest.” 
 
Psalms of Obedience: 

- What is discipleship?  Definition from WELCA “s a lifelong journey of living out and 
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. 



- WELCA: seven marks of discipleship: praying, studying, worshiping, inviting, 
encouraging, serving, and giving. 

- Why are we talking about discipleship if we are Lutheran?  Isn’t this works? 
- What is scary about the concept of discipleship?   
- What is hardening of hearts?  How does it apply to discipleship? 
- Why is proof required of God?  What effect on a relationship does proof cause? 
- Do we see “God’s ways” today being practiced?  If so, where and what do they look 

like? 
- What is the danger in trying to measure our efforts in discipleship? 
- Looking back on the last year how did the pandemic affect your ability to be a 

disciple?  How did it affect those around you?   
 
Costly discipleship:  Jesus puts it bluntly  

- Matthew 5:48 – be perfect 
- Luke 14:26 – Hate your family 
- Matthew 6:24 – Can’t serve money and God 
- Luke 9:60 – Dead bury the dead 
- Matthew 19:21 – Sell your possessions 

Question 
- How do these statements make you feel?  What do you think about them? 
- Following Jesus had & has a cost.  What cost did the disciples experience? 
- What costs have you experienced during the pandemic? 
- Has the last year been more or less difficult to be a disciple? In what ways? 

 
What is discipleship?  

- Isaac Newton and God of the Gaps – where science fails, there God is. 
- Bonhoeffer – Jesus in middle of life and all things seen through lens of Christ. 
- “Christians view human experiences through the importance of what God has done 

through Christ” 
- Nature therefore exists not to show gaps, but to affirm the reality of God in 

everything.  
- Parts of human life that show this to us are called “mandates”  

o Church, family, government, and work 
- “Natural human experience is one directed toward an affirmation of Jesus Christ as 

God’s expression of salvation and love” 
- Discipleship ask the question “What is the will of God?” 
- The affairs of daily life keep the possibility of discipleship open. 

 
Politics and Discipleship 

- Luther’s 2 kingdoms – 1st law, man, earthly, restrain evil, the state.  2nd grace, 
spiritual, discipleship, love and charity.   

- Bonhoeffer and cost of discipleship  
o State imposes “Aryan Paragraph” into Lutheran church constitution banning 

baptized Jewish (ethnic) Christians.  How to respond? 



- “Bonhoeffer rejected any basis of government which he understood to be ‘below,’ 
or founded outside the biblical claim that all things have been made through and for 
Christ” 

- Bonhoeffer expects sinfulness and corruption to affect the government, the 1st 
kingdom of law (unacceptable levels of this in Germany at the time!) 

- “Christ as God’s love incarnate, tasked with reconciling a godless world with its 
creator” 

- Sermon on the Mount – Blessed are the… (Matthew 5-7) 
- Love of Christ guides actions 
- So… what about “Abwehr Oster Conspiracy”? 

 
Reconciling Violence against Government?  Or does he? 

- Was trying to assassinate Hitler a sin? 
- Were his anti-government actions following the will of God? 
- We don’t know.  Bonhoeffer refuses to give justification here. 
- He does talk about accepting sinfulness in the middle of trying to stop 

destructiveness of government 
- Bonhoeffer talks about mercy as being the landing pad for all his actions.  Mercy is 

bigger than anything. 
 
Cleansing the temple – Jesus and Upsetting the Power Structures 

- Whip of cords.  Poured out money.  Overturned tables.   
- Angry about marketplace?  Or something else? 
- John 2 – “Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will raise it up” 
- But… it took 46 years to build! – Our attitude of government and change. 

 
Discipleship and Racial Violence 

- Does discipleship cost some people more than others?  Why? 
- Does discipleship necessarily involve “fighting the power?”  Can you be a disciple 

that just goes with the flow? 
- What impact does race have on being a disciple? 
- What parallels to Bonhoeffer’s world and ours can we draw today?  How are things 

better? Worse? 
- When the government kills people of a racial category, like in Germany, what is the 

appropriate way to respond?   
- Racial violence is tipping the awareness of white people (not something new to 

people of color) and we are talking about it and seeing it.  What does it look like to 
be a disciple in the middle of this?   

o Christ is God’s love incarnate.  How can we incarnate God’s love during this 
time of racial injustice? 

o What can the ELCA do? 
o What can Abiding Savior do? 

- How does discipleship differ from justice?  How is it the same? 



 

"Powers of Good" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

from Gestapo prison.. 

 

With every power for good to stay and guide me, 

comforted and inspired beyond all fear, 

I'll live these days with you in thought beside me, 

and pass, with you, into the coming year. 

The old year still torments our hearts, unhastening; 

the long days of our sorrow still endure; 

Father, grant to the souls thou hast been chastening 

that thou hast promised, the healing and the cure. 

Should it be ours to drain the cup of grieving 

even to the dregs of pain, at thy command, 

we will not falter, thankfully receiving 

all that is given by thy loving hand. 

But should it be thy will once more to release us, 

to life's enjoyment and it's good sunshine, 

that which we've learned from sorrow shall increase us, 

and all our life be dedicate as thine. 

Today, let candles shed their radiant greeting; 

lo, on our darkness are they not thy light 

leading us, haply, to our longed-for meeting? 

Thou canst illumine even our darkest night. 

When now the silence deepens for our hearkening, 

grant we may hear the children's voices raise 

from all the unseen world around us darkening 

their universal paean, in thy praise. 

While all the powers of good aid and attend us, 

boldly we'll face the future, come what may. 

At even and at morn God will befriend us, 

and oh, most surely on each newborn day! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1611&context=gradschool_theses 

The Political Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Ethical Problem of Tyrannicide  

By Brian Kendall Watson  

 

https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1611&context=gradschool_theses

