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Thanksgiving Eve Worship
(and Pie!)
Wed., Nov. 25th at 7PM
We give thanks to God this year
as we continue to trek through the
pandemic on our own pilgrimage. We gather together as a community to give thanks to God for all
that has come, all that is, and all
that will come; knowing God's love
is greater than every obstacle in
our paths.
This year the service will be HERE
at Abiding Savior. This will be a
combined service with Abiding Savior, Atonement and Cross of Glory
Lutheran. We will follow physical
distancing guidelines. Masks are
required.
Following the service there will be a
'2020 COVID-19' styled pie social
(grab-n-go vs. staying at church).
To contribute a pie, sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080548acaa2ea1ff2 thanksgiving1

For all the saints who from their labors rest, all who
by faith before the world confessed, Your name, O
Jesus, be forever blest. You were their rock, their
fortress, and their might; You, Lord, their captain in
the well-fought fight; You, in the darkness drear
their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia!
On Sunday November 1, we celebrate "All Saints Day”. We remember
with love those who have died. We give thanks to God for their lives,
for their love, for their faith, their witness. We give thanks to God that
death is not the last word for their lives or ours. In the midst of the
deep pain in loss of a loved one, we hold on in faith to the good news
that because Jesus lives we shall live also! Death can't win for God's
promise for our lives is deeper still. In our deepest grief and tears we
know the One who is waiting for us on the other side. We know the
One who carries us even now to give us life. We know the One who
was there to hear our borning cry - the One who went to the cross to
die in our place to give us life! We know Jesus the resurrection and
the life! Because Jesus lives, we too shall live! We are saints because
Jesus made it so! We are sinners for sure - - we know that all too well
by the cracks and brokenness of our lives. We are also saints! In the
waters of Baptism, we are made saints in Christ. Our sins are forgiven
and we are given life, salvation and a glorious inheritance among the
saints. We are saints not because we are so great but because God's
grace, mercy and love is so great!
On this "All Saints Sunday", we give thanks to God for all the saints.
We will remember those who have died from our congregation during
this past year by lighting a candle in their memory as their names are
read. Before the service, the congregation will have the opportunity to
light candles in memory and honor of loved ones in our lives.
All of our lives have been touched by the saints who have gone before
us. We remember and give thanks to God for all those who have
fought the good fight of faith, who have run with perseverance the
race set before them, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of
their faith. We give thanks for all who have gone before us in faith as
they lived in faith, hope, love and service. They cheer for us from the
other side to run the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus who is
our help and strength. We give thanks to God also for the dear saints
who surround us as we live each day. For all who live in faith, hope
and love and service to God. They remind us that we are not alonethat Christ is with us and for us and nothing in all creation can separate us from His love!
Pastor Lisa Richardson Engen

Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church
is a welcoming and caring family that nurtures spiritual growth,
shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation.
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end sharing ideas / return your pledge cards

Stewardship Corner
By Pastor Ryan Brodin
Creative End of the Year Sharing Ideas

It’s Not Too Late
to Participate!
Called Forward

As we head into the end of the year, here are some
Stewardship
creative ways to give to Abiding Savior. These sharCampaign
ing tips come with added tax savings benefits that you might not otherwise receive for your gift if you do not itemize on your tax return. They
are a win-win for you and for the work of God done in and through Abid- There has been a great response
ing Savior!
so far to our Fall Stewardship
Campaign Called Forward. The
Tax Free Sharing with Abiding Savior from Your IRA!!
generosity of Abiding Savior is at
For those of you who are 70½ years old or older,
there is an exciting way that your gift to Abiding Sav- the core of our faith and our
ior can go even further. For 2019, it is possible for work as a congregation.
anyone 70½ years of age or older to make a gift to
Abiding Savior from their Individual Retirement Account (IRA) and have it
be completely tax free. Instead of taking a cash distribution from your
IRA, which will be taxed as income, and then making a cash donation to
the church, you can choose to direct your IRA custodian to send a donation directly to Abiding Savior. This results in a non-taxable transfer of
funds. Instead of paying taxes to the IRS, you could increase your gifts to
Abiding Savior by 20% or more instead of paying that amount to the IRS
in taxes. This donation from your IRA also qualifies as your required minimum distribution (RMD) from your IRA.

If you have not already done so,
it’s not too late to participate.
You are invited to prayerfully
consider your sharing for 2021
and turn in your pledge card to
the church office. If you did not
receive a pledge card or need
another one, please contact the
church office.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your financial planner or accountant. If you would like to talk further about making a gift
from your IRA, please contact Pastor Ryan Brodin or Office Manager Katie
Brouillard at 763-784-5120.

We are Called Forward as individuals and as a congregation as
together we continue to do God’s
work and God’s will.

Donate Stock, Bonds, or Mutual Funds to Abiding Savior
New tax laws can make it harder to see a tax advantage in your charitable giving. One way you
can still see a tax advantage, even if you do not itemize your donations, is by donating longterm appreciated securities, including stock, bonds, and mutual funds, directly to Abiding Savior. Compared with selling your appreciated securities and contributing the after-tax proceeds,
you may be able to make a bigger impact by increasing your gift and your tax deduction.
Donating appreciated securities is simple and easy. When you donate stock, bonds or mutual funds to Abiding Savior, you’ll generally take a tax deduction for the full fair market value. And because you are donating
stock, bonds or mutual funds, your contribution and tax deduction may increase because you may not have
to pay any capital gains tax on your appreciated securities.*
Donating your stocks, bonds, or mutual funds directly to Abiding Savior is a win-win situation. Instead of paying the IRS, that tax savings can be used to increase your donation toward the work of God done in and
through our congregation. Contact your financial planner or accountant and ask them about the value of donating appreciated securities to Abiding Savior. Some people even make two years gifts with one sale of stock
covering their pledge for the current year and the year to come.
If you have any more questions about donating stocks, bonds, or mutual funds to Abiding Savior, please contact Pastor Ryan Brodin or Office Manager Katie Brouillard at 763-784-5120.
*Note: Abiding Savior Lutheran Church does not provide tax advice. Please contact your accountant or financial planner for counsel concerning tax implications of any gift.

Mission
Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church is a welcoming and caring family
that nurtures spiritual growth, shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation.
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Special Congregational Meeting
November 1st
for Calling Brad Mills as Part-Time Deacon
The Abiding Savior Church Council has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, November 1st at
11:00am in the Sanctuary. The meeting on November 1st will be to hear the report of the Call Committee and
to vote on extending a part time call to an ordained deacon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) here at Abiding Savior.
Brad Mills has been our Director of Youth Ministries since 2013. He recently finished his internship here at
Abiding Savior and is ready to become an ordained deacon in the ELCA. Deacons are similar to pastors except
they perform ministries of word and service, but not sacramental ministry. If called to Abiding Savior, Brad
will continue to work with youth ministries and will take on more responsibilities with worship leadership and
preaching.
Due to the nature of our church Constitution, at Congregational Meetings there can be no proxy voting,
meaning you must be present in person to vote, and the extension of a call to a candidate must be done via
paper ballot. Therefore, we will be holding this brief Congregational Meeting in person immediately following
indoor worship. If you have any questions or concerns about this process, please contact Congregational
President Andy Clausen at 763.717.7347.

Meals on Wheels
We will be delivering again

November 16th—20th

Tuesday, November 3rd ~ 4:30-6:30 pm
Election Night Backyard BBQ
Drive-in/Tailgate OR To-Go Options Available!
We will have two meal options available to purchase for
you and/or your family. You can stay and enjoy tailgate
style or take your meals to go!
Menu Options
• BBQ Pulled Pork Meal—$6.00
Pulled Pork sandwich, Mac-n-cheese, chips & coleslaw
• All Beef Hot Dog Meal—$4.00
Hot Dog, Mac-n-cheese, chips and a pickle
• Cotton Candy $1.00
(All meals will include bottled water)

If you are available to help any
day from approx. 11am—1pm,
please let Fern Fisher know.
(763-786-1044).
We are short a few drivers!

MS/HS Youth
Movie Night
Thurs., Nov. 19th
6:30—8:30pm
Get together to watch the movie "Clouds" on
Disney +. Young musician Zach Sobiech discovers his cancer has spread, leaving him just a
few months to live. With limited time, he follows
his dream and makes an album, unaware that it
will soon be a viral music phenomenon. Free!

Wed., Nov. 25th
7:00pm
Followed by
‘pie-to-go’
Let us give thanks
to the Lord!

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church Newsletter | November 2020 | abidingsavior.org

page 4 /

Christmas program / hands needed for bulletins
Children’s Ministry

Sunday School
Video lessons (15-20 minutes) are available each
Sunday morning on YouTube any time after 8:00
a.m. Downloadable materials (discussion questions, coloring sheets, etc.) and links to videos are
emailed to registered families and are also
accessible via our web site.
POWER Up
* No POWER Up November 25th *
Younger children are invited to join Patty for a
prerecorded video devotion on YouTube each
Wednesday evening any time after 5:00. Links to
the videos and any downloadable materials are
emailed to registered families and are also
accessible via our web site.
Older children meet with Patty and choir director
Andy via Zoom for devotions, sharing, and music.
Because each child differs in their response to and
level of participation in online video gatherings, we
have not put exact age ranges on the two groups.
Please use your best judgement to choose which
option is most appropriate for your child.

Children’s Christmas Program
2020
Each December the children of Abiding Savior bless
us with the re-telling of the Christmas story, and
this year will be no exception.
We hope to put together a program using a video
format, whether that means Zoom rehearsals
and recording or an another option,
and are looking for participants!
If your child would like to read, sing
or play a musical instrument, please contact me
(patty@abidingsavior.org) by Fri., November 20th.
Families are also welcome to participate as a group,
joining together for a song, sharing a reading, etc.
Questions? Contact Patty via email.

To ensure that we have necessary contact
information for you, please visit our web site
to register for these programs.
Peace to you all! Patty

Calling all thankful kids!
I am
thankful

We want to design a bulletin cover
for the Thanksgiving Eve service
using your thankful thoughts.

Grab some paper and:
1. Trace around your hand.
2. Use a dark marker or crayon to write things you
are thankful for on fingers and thumb, or all
over your hand. Draw pictures if you’d like.
3. Decorate with markers or crayons.
4. Sign your first name or have your grown-up
print it.
5. Have your grown-up take a photo of your
thanksgiving praise hand and email it by November15th to: patty@abidingsavior.org

Preschool News
THANK YOU to everyone who
supported our preschool by
purchasing a wreath, spray,
centerpiece, or living tree! We
are thankful for each of you!
Please mark Wednesday, November 18th on your calendar. Orders will be available
for pick-up that day at church.
The Abiding Savior Preschool Committee

Mission
Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church is a welcoming and caring family
that nurtures spiritual growth, shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation.

indoor worship / communion and prayer

/ page 5

Indoor In-Person Worship Continues
Abiding Savior will continue the option of indoor in-person worship services in the Sanctuary on Sundays at
10:00am. These services are carried out using a number of social distancing precautions as recommended by
the Abiding Savior Re-Opening Task Force using the latest guidance from the MN Department of Health.
Here are a few things to know about indoor worship at Abiding Savior that will help to keep us all safe:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services will still be streamed on Facebook Live for anyone who does not wish to attend in person
Masks are required
Anyone who has been in contact with someone who has COVID or may have been exposed as well as those exhibiting any symptoms or COVID will not be allowed to attend
worship in-person
Signing in for worship online is preferred. You can access the sign up through your
weekly email or on our website. You can also call the church office to sign in ahead of
time. Although not preferred, there will be a sign in process in-person on Sunday mornings. Signing in is a requirement of the Minnesota Department of Health for reasons of
contact tracing
There is a 125 person capacity for worship which is about one quarter capacity for the
Sanctuary
Ushers will seat people and excuse people from designated socially distanced seating
areas of the Sanctuary
There is no coffee or fellowship before or after worship
Group singing and speaking in worship is limited
In-person services will be suspended if recommended by the Governor or the Minnesota Department
of Health
Services are blended with music led by the organ, the band, or a combination of both
Attendance at services is completely voluntary and each family will need to decide for themselves if they
feel safe gathering for worship
Communion may be offered at worship

Know that we do not find this an ideal situation for worship. We are trying to provide the best possible worship experience that also recognizes the real dangers of COVID. Please be patient as together we discover the
best way to move forward with worship during this pandemic.

Communion and Prayer Offered
For those who are interested in receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion, we plan
to offer the opportunity to take communion in the Narthex of church on Wednesdays, November 4th and 18th from 6:00 to 7:00. One of the pastors will be there
with you to pray for you or a loved one and to celebrate communion with individuals,
families, or groups of whoever is present on a rolling basis. Please bring your mask.
Communion will be done socially distanced, and with sanitary precautions in place to
avoid the risk of spreading COVID-19. All are welcome at the Lord’s Table!

Bible Study Opportunities on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Men’s Bible Study will be meeting every first, third and fifth Tuesday at 9:00am. We
meet socially distanced in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your own coffee and Bible.
We have been studying I Corinthians. Women’s Bible Study is every Thursday at
10:00am. It’s also available via Facebook Live and on our website. All are welcome!
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sharing God’s gifts / can you help snow blow?
September 2020
Financial Highlights

2020

Ways to give

Monthly

YTD

37,720

356,786

11

18,969

37,731

375,755

2,726

32,445

40,457

408,200

40,673

404,555

(216)
5th Grade Bibles

3,645

There are multiple ways to help support the mission
and ministries of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church!

INCOME
Current gifts and
giving
Festival giving
SUBTOTAL
Other income

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME OVER
EXPENSES
Benevolence paid

2,274

28,040

Get fresh air and
exercise this winter!
Volunteer to help
snow blow/shovel
sidewalks at church
We are looking for some volunteers to help snow
blow/shovel the church sidewalk this winter! Team
up with a friend or family member and sign up for a
month (or whatever works best for your schedule).
We are hoping to have 3—4 volunteers each month
so the work effort can be spread across multiple people. To sign up call the office or visit https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080548ACAA2EA1FF220202021 THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR HELPING!

GivePlus Mobile App
Easily give from your mobile device. Simply use the
GivePlus Mobile App to give with your smartphone.
• Download the FREE app on your smartphone
(GivePlus Mobile)
• Make one-time or recurring donations using your
debit/credit card or checking/savings account
• Log in or donate as a guest
• Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password
To give through the app, search your phone’s app
store for “GivePlus Mobile” or contact the church office.
Through VANCO’s secure site
(credit/debit card or checking/savings account):
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/give-to-abiding
-savior/
Phone
Abiding Savior teams with Vanco to accept donations
via phone. You may call the Vanco Client Services
team at 1-800-675-7430 to make a donation over the
phone.

Traditional Offering Envelopes
You can drop off your offering envelopes at church
during worship or anytime in the office. Offering
envelopes may also be mailed if you are out of town
or can’t make it to church. If you haven’t received
offering envelopes and would like a set,
please contact the church office.

Giving to the Endowment Fund is Simple and Joyful!
When you make or revise your Will or Trust or review your life insurance contracts or retirement funds, please
consider Abiding Savior as one of your beneficiaries using the following language:
I bequeath __ % (or $ ___) of my estate to Abiding Savior Lutheran Church located at 8211 Red Oak
Drive, Mounds View, MN, designated for the Mission Endowment Fund of Abiding Savior Lutheran
Church.
Please talk to Pastor Ryan Brodin if you have questions about making a gift to the Endowment Fund.

Mission
Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church is a welcoming and caring family
that nurtures spiritual growth, shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation.

Sunday

Indoor Worship Service
(worship also available
via Facebook Live)
Congregational Mtg to
vote on calling Brad
Mills

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Indoor Worship Service
(worship also available
via Facebook Live)

Indoor Worship Service
(worship also available
via Facebook Live)

Indoor Worship Service
(worship also available
via Facebook Live)

Indoor Worship Service
(worship also available
via Facebook Live)

1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT

(prerecorded session online)

Sunday School

10:00

29

(prerecorded session online)

Sunday School

10:00

22

(prerecorded session online)

Sunday School

10:00

15

(prerecorded session online)

Sunday School

10:00

8

(prerecorded session online)

Sunday School

11:00

10:00

1

30

23

16

9

2

Monday

Tuesday

9:00 Men’s Bible Study

ELECTION DAY – VOTE!

Staff Meeting via
ZOOM

6:30 Committee Meetings (as needed)

10:00

9:00 Men’s Bible Study

1 DECEMBER

10:00 Staff Meeting via
ZOOM

24

6:30 Council Meeting
via ZOOM

10:00 Staff Meeting via
ZOOM

9:00 Men’s Bible Study

17

10:00 Staff Meeting via
ZOOM

10

4:30 – 6:30
Election Night BBQ

10:00 Staff Meeting via
ZOOM

3

POWER Up! Online/Via
ZOOM

Wednesday

POWER Up! Online/Via
ZOOM

POWER Up! Online/Via
ZOOM

6:30 – 8:00 Confirmation (Inside)
7:00 – 8:00 HS Youth Group
(Inside)

ZOOM

5:30 POWER Up! Online/Via

2 DECEMBER

‘to-go’ pie ‘social’

followed by

7:00 Thanksgiving Eve Worship

25

6:30 – 8:00 Confirmation (Party)
7:00 – 8:00 HS Youth Group
(Party & Fellowship)

6:00 – 7:00 Communion Narthex

5:30

18

6:30 – 8:00 Confirmation (Inside)
7:00 – 8:00 HS Youth Group
(Inside)

5:30

11

6:30 – 8:00 Confirmation (Inside)
7:00 – 8:00 HS Youth Group
(Inside)

6:00 – 7:00 Communion Narthex

5:30

4

Thursday

7:00 Jubilation Ringers

(in-person or Facebook)

10:00 Women’s Bible Study

3 DECEMBER

--1 Chronicles 16:34

his love endures forever.”

for he is good;

“Give thanks to the Lord,

26 THANKSGIVING DAY

7:00 Jubilation Ringers

6:30 – 8:30 MS/HS Movie
Night “Clouds” on
Disney+

(in-person or Facebook)

10:00 Women’s Bible Study

19

7:00 Jubilation Ringers

(in-person or Facebook)

10:00 Women’s Bible Study

9:00 Work Crew

12

7:00 Jubilation Ringers

(in-person or Facebook)

10:00 Women’s Bible Study

5

OFFICE CLOSED

Friday

4 DECEMBER

27

20

13

6

November
Saturday

5 DECEMBER

28

21

14

7
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
If you want to go paperless,
call the Church office at 763.784.5120
or email us at office@abidingsavior.org.
Reduce waste.
Reduce mailing costs.
Receive information faster!

Upcoming Events in November
Nov. 1:

Nov. 3:

Nov. 4:
Nov. 5:
Nov. 8:

Nov. 11:
Nov. 12:
Nov. 15:
Nov. 17:
Nov. 18:
Nov. 19:
Nov. 22:

Nov. 25:
Nov. 26:
Nov. 29:

All Saints Sunday—Indoor worship
Congregational Meeting to Call Deacon
Online Sunday school
Election Day—VOTE!
Men’s Bible Study
Election Day BBQ
POWERUp (online)/Confirmation (inside)
Communion & Prayers (Narthex)
Bible Study
Indoor Worship
Online Sunday school
POWERUp (online)/Confirmation (inside)
Work Crew
Bible Study
Indoor Worship
Online Sunday school
Men’s Bible Study
Council Meeting
POWERUp (online)/Confirmation (inside)
Bible Study
MS/HS Movie Night—Clouds from Disney+
Indoor Worship
Online Sunday school
Thanksgiving Eve Worship and to-go pie ‘social’
Thanksgiving Day (Office Closed)
1st Sunday in Advent—Indoor Worship

Pastors & Staff
Ryan Brodin, Senior Pastor
Lisa Richardson Engen, Associate Pastor
Brad Mills, Intern Deacon & Dir. of Youth Ministry

Patty Mesenbring, Director of Children’s Ministry
Janelle Schauer, Organist
Andy Pokel, Senior & Children’s Choir Director
Paul Weller, Bell Choir Director
Janet Wilcox, Parish Nurse
Katie Brouillard, Office Manager
Amy Haugen, Office Assistant
Connie Clausen, Office Assistant
Tracy Nicholls, Preschool Director

Steven Hill, Custodian
Help keep our contact information up-to-date! If
you have a new home phone, cell phone or new
email address, please call the church office at

763.784.5120 or visit http://abidingsavior.org/
OutreachPro/update-my-contact-information/.

