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Jesus the True Vine 
With mixed emotions, I'm writing to let you know that my time as 

your ordained Deacon will be shortly drawing to a close. Above 

and beyond anything else, I want you to know that I love and care 

deeply for this church community, and hold you all in my heart. 

Please know that I had not been looking to leave Abiding Savior; I 

was approached by our nearby congregations, Cross of Glory and 

Atonement, and was presented with an opportunity to help them out. As you 

may know, Cross of Glory and Atonement are a two-point parish that currently 

shares one pastor, and they were looking for additional ministerial assistance. 

This is a growth opportunity for me, as I will be transitioning away from a role 

as youth director and into a role as part-time associate minister. This is not 

something I would have been prepared to do without your love and support of 

my growth as a Deacon, and I am grateful. Through much discernment, I have 

felt called to take on this opportunity to further use and develop my gifts. Any 

hesitation I felt in making this decision was due to how much I love you all; in 

the past decade, you have not only supported my growth as a church leader, 

but you have literally watched and supported the growth of my family.  

 

My wife, Karen, and our girls will be transitioning with me to the new churches. 

Karen will be stepping down from her role as council member. Karen wants you 

all to know that she has loved sharing her time with this community. We both 

feel honored and blessed for all the years together; you have all loved on our 

kids and have given them a safe, welcoming environment to grow knowing 

both our community and God. 

 

I am grateful in knowing that I will remain nearby; our churches have historical-

ly been involved in partnership, and I look forward to that continuing. Most 

specifically, the El Salvador trip will be a partnership of Abiding Savior, Cross of 

Glory and Atonement with the partner church in Chicago, IL; please consider 

praying about this opportunity and joining us all.  

 

Transitions are hard, even when good, but with them comes growth. I would 

like to leave you with the words from John where we get our name. My fervent 

hope is that this call for me and transition for me and my family will also bring 

new opportunities for you all. 

 

Much love — Deacon Brad 
 

John 15:1-12 - Jesus the True Vine:  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 

that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, nei-

ther can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 

do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 

my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

Living in God’s love,  

Abiding Savior  

Lutheran Church  

is a welcoming and  

caring family  

that nurtures  
spiritual growth, 

shares our  

Christian faith, and 

serves all creation. 

 

 

 

  

 

Wed., Nov. 23rd 

6:30pm 

 followed by  

a pie social 

 

 

Join us for an  

Election Night 

Meal 

Tues., Nov. 8th 

4:00—6:30pm 

Tickets on sale 

now! 
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Trusting in a God of Abundance in Uncertain Times 

By Rev. Dr. Ryan Brodin 

 

No doubt these are uncertain times. There is deep political division in our nation, a war in the Ukraine in-

creasing the cost of food and energy, the aftereffects of the pandemic have caused a global supply chain 

shortage, there are deep political divisions in our own nation and we are bracing for a possible recession. We 

are concerned about our world and our nation as well as our retirement accounts and pocketbooks.  

 

These times of uncertainty in life are when we are faced with a choice. We can either give in to the fear, or we 

can lean into our faith and trust in God. Stewardship and generosity are really acts of faith. Do we believe in a 

God of abundance who continues to provide for us? Or do we believe in the myth of scarcity, that there is not 

enough, and we must keep what we have to ourselves? 

 

We know that our God is a God of abundance and the more we share of our time, talents and resources, the 

more joy we have in our lives and the more God continues to provide. In these uncertain times, we can trust 

in the abundance of God as we live as cheerful givers sharing what we have out of love for our neighbors and 

to further the work of God done in and through Abiding Savior.  

Stewardship Corner 

There has been a tremendous response so far to our “Abiding Savior is…” fall 

stewardship campaign. Thank you to those who have already returned their 

pledge card indicating their desired sharing in 2023 toward the work of God 

done in and through our congregation. There is still time for you to return your 

pledge card and participate in the campaign. Through your generosity, God can 

and will continue to make a difference in and through Abiding Savior. Thank you 

for your continued support! 

Abiding Savior is ...  

Stewardship Campaign 

 

 

The Abiding Here for 50 Years Capital Campaign has been a great success! 

Thank you to all those who have made a pledge or a gift already. The new light-

ing has been installed throughout the building and Sanctuary as well as on the 

exterior of the building. Work will begin soon on the installation of our new elec-

tronic reader board sign on Red Oak Drive. More projects will take place over the 

winter months and into the spring including updating our phone system, cleaning 

and repairing the exterior of the building, and updating our HVAC system. We look forward look as well to 

sharing the 10% benevolence from these projects to share God’s love in this community and beyond. It is not 

too late to participate in the campaign and your gift can help us complete our upcoming projects. You can 

make a pledge or gift online by visiting our website or stopping by the church office. If you have any ques-

tions about this campaign, please talk to Pastor Ryan Brodin.  

Abiding Here for 50 Years  
Capital Campaign Update 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z00G/campaign/C-ZWC4
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Wednesday Night Schedule 
4:30—6:30pm   Dinner served  

 Nov. 2:  Chicken Hot Dish 

 Nov. 9:  Goulash 

 Nov. 16:  Hamburger Gravy & Potatoes 

 Nov. 30:  Chicken Chow Mein 

5:00—5:30pm   Celebration Ringers (grades 3-12)  

5:30—6:00pm   King’s Msgrs Choir (3yrs-1st grd) 

5:30—6:00pm   POWER Up (grades 2-5)  

6:00—6:30pm   WWJD Choir (grades 2-5)  

6:00—6:30pm   POWER Up (4yrs - 1st grade)  

6:30—7:00pm   Wednesday Worship  

6:30—8:00pm   Confirmation 

6:30—8:00pm   High School Youth Group 

Election Night Bake Sale 

Tues., Nov. 8 | 4 - 6:30pm 

In conjunction with our Election 

Night Meal, we’ll be having a wonder-

ful Bake Sale!  We’re looking for 

baked items or other tasty goodies to 

sell that evening.  If you’re willing to 

make something, please drop it off 

Sunday after church or Monday & Tuesday during 

church office hours.  All proceeds will benefit Abiding 

Savior Preschool. 

Saturday, November 12 | 6-8:00pm 
 

FREE event for all youth.  Bring nerf equipment.  

Pizza and treats provided.  We will take over the  

church and play organized nerf tournaments.   

Tuesday, November 8 | 4 - 6:30pm 

 

Get out and vote and then join us for our Election 

Night Meal.  We’ll have 3 meal options:  Scandina-

vian meal, BBQ pork meal & kid’s meal.   Get your 

tickets in the church office!  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 23 | 6:30pm 

PIE SOCIAL FOLLOWING THE SERVICE 

 

You're invited to worship on Thanksgiving Eve and stay 

after for a pie social.  Come enjoy this fellowship! 

If you’d like to bring a pie, please sign up at church or 

click here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080548ACAA2EA1FF2-thanksgiving4 

GALATIANS BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday Night Adult Education  

November 2, 9, and 16 | 5:30-6:30pm 

Coffee House 
 

Join Pastor Ryan for a journey through the book 

of Galatians. Galatians is short, but it provides a 

powerful message about putting faith into action. 

This class will dive into Galatians and the culture 

surrounding this ancient letter while also looking 

into how this book of the Bible speaks to us and 

our modern world today. No prior knowledge of 

the Bible necessary to attend and no one will be 

asked to answer any questions if they do not wish 

to do so! Come early and have dinner in the Fel-

lowship Hall and feel free to bring your dinner to 

Bible Study as well. See you then! 

You’re invited to come help us decorate the 

church on Sat., Nov. 26 at 9am for the Advent/

Christmas season! Many hands make light work. 

Come for as long as you're able. Treats and coffee 

provided.  

 

 

Rain Garden Clean-Up Days: 

Saturdays, Nov. 5th & 12th 

9:00 AM  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080548ACAA2EA1FF2-thanksgiving4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080548ACAA2EA1FF2-thanksgiving4


Mission 

Living in God’s love, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church is a welcoming and caring family  

that nurtures spiritual growth, shares our Christian faith, and serves all creation. 

page 4 / kid’s programming / plan ahead for Christmas 

MS/HS Youth News  

Get Involved! 
 

Election Night Meal 

 When:  Tuesday, November 8th from     

4—6:30pm 

 What:  This all church event is made possi-

ble by volunteers – especially youth volun-

teers!!! We need your help setting up, bus-

sing tables, and cleaning in the kitchen. 

 

Nerf Event (see more info on pg 3) 

 When:  Saturday, November 12th from      

6-8:00pm 

 Who:  Middle and High School Youth 

 

Cinnamon Roll Sale—Before/After Worship 

Join us at 8:30am on Sunday, November 20th 

to help bake cinnamon rolls to sell before/

after worship!  This is a great fundraiser for 

our Youth activities!    

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

All children 3 years old (and potty trained) 

through 5th grade are invited to join us for 

Bible stories, songs, crafts and activities from 

9:00-9:50 each Sunday.   

 

Coming Up: 

November 13:  Sunday school children sing 

during 10:00 worship service  

November 27:  No Sunday school  

 

Please see article to the right regarding the 

Children’s Christmas Program rehearsals. 

 

There is no fee for Sunday school, but we do 

ask that you register your child to ensure we 

have contact information, and are aware of 

any allergies/medical concerns.  Visit our 

website or complete a registra-

tion form at church.   

 

Families do not need to be 

members of Abiding Savior 

to become a part of our Sun-

day school program. 

You are WELCOME 

You are VALUED 

You are LOVED 

You BELONG  

 

P WER Up!  Wednesday Night  

Kid’s Devotions 

Where faith meets fun in a powerful  way. 
 

 

 

 
 

What:  Kids 4 years old through 5
th

 grade meet to explore 

God’s word and the powerful ways He is present in our 

lives. We share, play, experiment, craft, dance, concoct, 

create . . . come join us. 

 

Schedule: 

5:30-6:00 2nd through 5th grade 

 6:00-6:30 – 4-year-olds through 1st grade  

6:30—7:00—Family Worship for all 

* POWER Up will NOT meet on November 23 * 
 

These times are coordinated with children’s choir & bell 

choir times, so it’s convenient (and fun) to be a part of 

both POWER Up and music programs if you’d like.  Try it.  

You’ll like it. 
 

- Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 

young, but set an example for the believers in speech, 

in life, in love, in faith and in purity.  1 Timothy 4:12 - 

 

Looking Ahead:   
Children’s Christmas Program  

Just an early reminder— 

rehearsals are as follows: 

 

 Saturday, 12/3, 9:30-11:00:   

Grades 2-5 and anyone  

with a costumed or speaking part 

 Saturday, 12/10, 9:30-11:00:  All children 

 Saturday, 12/17, 9:30-11:00:  All Children 

 

The program will be Sunday, December 18  

during worship.   

http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/sunday-school-registration-2022-2023/
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/sunday-school-registration-2022-2023/
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/sunday-school-registration-2022-2023/
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJke4w0AhOyCQAWpWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBrZWw3ODJxBHBvcwMxMDUEc2VjA3NyBHZ0aWQD/SIG=1mes31ocb/EXP=1309229232/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=jesus+fish+clip+art&b=101&ni=20&e
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Preschool is in full swing!  We have had a new friend join us in the month of October which is 

always exciting to have a new preschooler!  The kiddos continue to be busy learning their let-

ters, shapes, and colors amongst so many other skills!!!  They have already grown so much 

academically and socially during our first few weeks! 

 

We had our annual Halloween Party which is always so much fun to see them all dressed up in 

their favorite costume! 

 

We will be wrapping up our annual Preschool Wreath Fundraiser here in the next few days so I would like to 

thank everyone that supported our preschool program with a purchase of a wreath, swag, or decorating item!  

Just a reminder that items will be available for pick up the Wednesday before Thanksgiving which is 

Wednesday, November 16th.   

 

As always thank you for your continued support of our wonderful preschool program!  

We absolutely love every single one of our preschoolers and are thankful that their par-

ents have chosen our program as the one for their precious children! 

 

Jen Boog, Preschool Director 

preschool@abidingsavior.org 

Abiding Savior Preschool Happenings 

 

God’s Work. Our Hands.   
Coat Update:  Your gifts of coats for the October 15th coat drive have been most appreciated 

by neighbors needing some winter warmth and care.  157 children and 184 adults received 

coats.  Regrettably,  41 children and 24 adults could not find what they needed.  The Salvation 

Army also gives out coats so we hope for the best there.  Warm thanks for thinking of others! 

 

Giving Tree:  Coming soon to a narthex near you – the Christmas giving tree!  You will have 

the opportunity to brighten someone’s Christmas by choosing an ornament and returning the 

requested gift or gift card for distribution.  We’ll be collecting for Irondale students, Quincy 

House, the Community Support Center, Mounds View Police food boxes for neighbors, and 

local families needing a boost.  Let’s love our neighbors! 
 

Coupons Needed:  If you have unused coupons (groceries, personal hygiene, laundry) from 

mailings or the newspaper, please bring them to the office in a timely manner. We are able to 

stretch our giving budget and let more folks know they have caring friends at ASLC.  
 

Disaster Relief:  Do you know about the ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response?  

Donations are used for hurricane, drought, flooding, earthquake, war, refugee, 

and humanitarian crises around the country and world.  Our congregation has 

donated $1500 this year for Ukraine and Hurricane Ian relief.  Their website is 

very informative if you’d like to know more. 

 

Interested in Outreach?  If you’d like to be involved in ASLC’s Mission Outreach activities, 

the committee would love to have you join us, as much or little time as you care to spend.  

Pastor Lisa or Linka Holey can give you more information.  Thanks for considering this re-

warding opportunity. 

 

Community Support Center News:  43 families are currently waiting to get into homeless 

shelters in Ramsey County.  This number has been growing every week.  The county estimates 

that it will take 4-6 weeks for a family to get into shelter.  Once they have been evicted, what 

happens to them while they wait?  The lack of shelter space is a major reason why preventing 

homelessness is so important.  In September CSC helped 4 families stay in their homes by 

helping them pay overdue rent.  Thank you for your support in continuing this effort to help 

our neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-responser
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We’d like to share a message of thanks and grateful-

ness to Abiding Savior for the prayers, messages, 

and cards when Jim's sister passed away this sum-

mer. We truly are blessed by our church family.  

—Jim & Rita Kenyon 

 

We want to reach out and say thank you so much for 

all you did to make Sue Tipler’s Celebration of Life so 

wonderful.  We all appreciate you so much, for not 

only providing food, but also for joining us. 

--The family of Sue  

Barb, Jo & Michele, and Michael 

Notes of Thanks 

 A wonderful Fall Festival enjoyed by so many! 

 The Rite of Confirmation celebrated by Landon 

Blanck, Magdalen Burgers, Ava Haugen, Wade 

Miller, Jillian Proell, Anna Schwientek, and     

Morgan Syverson. 

 

 

 

5th Grade Bibles 

September 2022 

Financial Highlights 

2022 Monthly YTD  

INCOME    

 Current gifts and 

 giving 
28,905 326,405  

 Festival giving - 16,936  

 SUBTOTAL 28,905 343,341  

Other income 4,717 46,971  

 TOTAL INCOME 33,622 390,312  

EXPENSES    

 TOTAL EXPENSES 49,373 484,891  

NET INCOME OVER 

EXPENSES 
 (15,751) (94,579)  

Benevolence paid 2,676 33,044  

 

When you make or revise your Will or Trust or review 

your life insurance contracts or retirement funds, 

please consider Abiding Savior as one of your benefi-

ciaries using the following language: 

 

I bequeath __ % (or $ ___) of my estate  

to Abiding Savior Lutheran Church located at 

8211 Red Oak Drive, Mounds View, MN,  

designated for the Mission Endowment Fund  

of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church. 

 

Please talk to Pastor Ryan Brodin if you have ques-

tions about making a gift to the Endowment Fund.  

Giving to the  

Endowment Fund  

is Simple and Joyful! 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thrivent Action Teams 

If you are a Thrivent member, you may receive 

Thrivent Choice dollars that you are able to direct to 

Abiding Savior each year. Directing your choice dol-

lars is easy. Just log in to www.Thrivent.com or call 

800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent 

Choice.”  

 

You can also apply for two Thrivent Action Team 

Grants up to $250 to be used for fundraisers, volun-

teer opportunities, educational events, or meals. The 

application is simple and quick. If you would like to 

apply for a Thrivent Action Team Grant to benefit one 

of the ministries of Abiding Savior, please contact the 

church office.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The November gathering of Lydia Cir-

cle will be on November 15 at 5:30pm.  (We are ad-

justing the date due to the Election Night Meal and 

the time due to the Church Council Meeting.)  We will 

be using the 3rd lesson in the “Gather” magazine.  

You don’t need to have or receive the magazine to 

participate!  Come and share the evening with us! 

November Lydia Circle 

Date/Time Change! 
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Upcoming Events in November 
 

Nov. 1: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study  

 Committee Meetings 

Nov. 2: Wednesday Evening Programming (See pg. 3) 

Nov. 3: Women’s Bible Study  

Nov. 5: Rain Garden Clean Up 

Nov. 6: Sunday School & Family Fellowship 

 All Saint’s Sunday Worship 

Nov. 8: Election Night Meal & Craft/Bake Sale  

Nov. 9: Wednesday Evening Programming (See pg. 3) 

Nov. 10:  Work Crew and Women’s Bible Study  

Nov. 12:  Rain Garden Clean Up & Youth Nerf Event  

Nov. 13:  Sunday School & Family Fellowship 

 Deacon Brad’s Last Sunday—Worship & Brunch  

Nov. 14: Women’s Gathering at Moe’s 

Nov. 15: Bible Study, Quilting, Lydia Circle & Council  

Nov. 16: Wednesday Evening Programming (See pg. 3) 

Nov. 17: Women’s Bible Study  

Nov. 20:   Sunday School & Family Fellowship 

 Worship with Holy Communion 

Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Pie Social 

Nov. 24: Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 26: Decorate the Church for Christmas 

Nov. 27: 1st Sunday in Advent 

 No Sunday School — Worship 

Nov. 29: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

 Outing to Church Basement Ladies 

Nov. 30: Wednesday Evening Programming (See pg. 3) 

Ryan Brodin, Senior Pastor 

Lisa Richardson Engen, Associate Pastor 

Brad Mills, Deacon & Director of Youth Ministries  

Patty Mesenbring, Dir. of Children’s Ministries 

Janelle Schauer, Organist 

Mary Larew, Vocal Choir Director 

Paul Weller, Bell Choir Director 

Katie Brouillard, Office Manager 

Connie Clausen, Office Assistant 

Trisha Bourassa, Office Assistant 

Gene Herman, Custodian 

Jennifer Boog, Preschool Director 

 Pastors & Staff 
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If you want to go paperless,                             

call the Church office at 763.784.5120               

or email us at office@abidingsavior.org. 
 

Reduce waste.  

Reduce mailing costs. 

Receive information faster!    

 

Help keep our contact in-

formation up-to-date!  If 

you have a new home 

phone, cell phone or new 

email address, please call 

the church office at 763.784.5120 or visit http://

abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/update-my-

contact-information/ so we can update our rec-

ords.  Thanks! 

 

http://www.abidingsavior.org
https://www.facebook.com/abidingsaviorlc/
mailto:office@abidingsavior.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20receive%20the%20Vinebranch%20electronically
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/update-my-contact-information/
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/update-my-contact-information/
http://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/update-my-contact-information/

