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Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

Good Friday ~ Online Worship Service ~ April 10th, 2020 

Tenebrae (Latin for "shadows" or "darkness") is a service of worship for Good Friday. Tenebrae is characterized by a 

series of Scripture readings and meditations done in stages while lights and/or candles are gradually extinguished to 

symbolize the growing darkness not only of Jesus’ death but of hopelessness in the world without God. The service ends 

in darkness with the Christ candle carried out of the Sanctuary, symbolizing the death of Jesus. A loud noise (strepitus, 

"great noise") is heard symbolizing the closing of Jesus’ tomb. The service concludes as the Christ Candle returns sym-

bolizing the hope of Easter. Worshippers then leave in silence to wait for Easter morning. This Service of Tenebrae uses 

the eight biblical Stations of the Cross as a framework for the Scripture readings, meditations, and prayers. We will fol-

low Jesus along the Via Dolorosa, the Way of Sorrow, as he journeys from Pilate’s Hall to his death on the cross.   

 

PRELUDE  Johanna Anderson            Pavane                -Fayre 
 

READING: Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  Holy Spirit be with 

 you all. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.   

All Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might have life.  May 

 we and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the world to come, where you 

 live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  Johanna Anderson         Rhosymedre                  -Vaughn Williams 
 

 

A Service of the Stations of the Cross 

Dennis Bratcher 
 

Leader  O Lord, as we contemplate the Cross and what it means, we are filled with joy and wonder at 

 the sacrifice that Jesus has made to show us light in the darkness and offer us life in the midst 

 of death.  We confess that we have nothing to offer in return for that sacrifice, nothing that will 

 match such love.  And so we cry out to you, O Lord. Forgive us for our sometimes faltering 

 steps. Show us more clearly the Way. Shine anew the light of your presence into our lives so  

strongly that a new love for You will be kindled. Now, as we begin this journey of the Cross, 

we open our hearts and minds to you.  Speak to us what we need to hear.  And help us to hear, 

not just the words that are spoken, but your Word spoken afresh in our hearts. 

All   Speak, for your servants are listening. 
 

{A short time of silent prayer and meditation} 

 

Leader  Let us begin our journey. 

 
 



   

 

The Stations of the Cross 
 

Station 1                     Pilate Condemns Jesus to Die 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, 

"You say so."  But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer.  Then Pilate said to 

him, "Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?" But he gave him no answer, not even to 

a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. . . So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but 

rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am in-

nocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." . . . and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be cruci-

fied. (Matt 27:11-14, 24, 26b) 
 

Leader  Jesus, I see in your silence the quiet strength that reveals a peace and a resolve.  O Lord, help 

  me deal with the unfairness of life without becoming critical of others.  Help me to be sensitive 

  to the pain and feelings of others.  Give me the courage to do what is right without being  

  swayed by the demands of others. 

All   O Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Hymn                Led by Pastor Ryan Brodin 

Ah, Holy Jesus 

ELW #349 vs. 1 & 2 
 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended that man to judge thee hath in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted. 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?  

Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  

‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee. 
 

{The first candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 
 

Station 2                 Jesus Accepts His Cross 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole co-

hort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, 

they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, "Hail, 

King of the Jews!"  They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  

(Matthew 27:27-31) 

 

Leader  O Lord, forgive me for forgetting that in my weakness I am driven to trust on you, and that in 

  such trust my weakness becomes your strength.  Forgive my attitudes of self-pity that make me 

  more repulsive than loving. I do not ask for crosses to bear.  But when they come, give me the 

  strength to bear them as one who follows your example. 

All   O Lord, be merciful to us. 

 
 

 

 



Hymn               Led by Pastor Ryan Brodin 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

ELW #351 vs. 1 & 3 
 

O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, and, should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 
 

 {The second candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 
 

Station 3       Simon Helps Carry the Cross 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, 

the father of Alexander and Rufus. (Mark 15:21) 
 

Leader  O Lord, forgive me for becoming so preoccupied with myself that I have become deaf and blind 

  to the grief and suffering of those around me.  Forgive me for my indifference.  Constantly  

  remind me that I cannot love you without loving others as well. Help me always remember that 

  to be a follower of yours means that I share in the burdens of others.  Lord, show me someone 

  whose cross I may help carry. 

All   O Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Hymn                                     Led by Pastor Lisa Richardson Engen 

My Song Is Love Unknown 

ELW #343 vs. 1 & 7 
 

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me 

Love to the loveless shown. That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

Here might I stay and sing no story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise  

I all my days could gladly spend! I all my days could gladly spend! 
 

 {The third candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 

 

 

 



Station 4          Jesus Speaks to the Women 

A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and 

wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, 

and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the moun-

tains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen 

when it is dry?" (Luke 23:27-31) 
 

Leader  O Lord, forgive my unwillingness to repent, to confess all that I am before you.  Help me go 

beyond the repentance mouthed in words of false piety, to sweep away all the facades of who I 

try so hard to be before others, and recall who I really am inside.  Help me once again stand be-

fore God with a bare and open heart. Help me not just to repent in words, but to put that repent-

ance into action in everything I am and do.  O Lord, give me the gift of tears to weep for my 

own failures, for my sins, for the pain I bring to others, and to live the fruits of repentance. 

All   O Lord, be merciful to us. 
 

Hymn                            Led by Alex Graham & Josh Ertz 

What Wondrous Love Is This 

ELW #666 vs. 1 & 2 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this that caused  

the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,  

when I was sinking down, sinking down, When I was sinking down  

beneath God’s righteous frown,  Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

 {The fourth candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 
 

Station 5    Jesus Is Stripped of His Garments 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each sol-

dier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to 

one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture 

says, "They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots." And that is what the 

soldiers did. (John 19:23-25a) 
 

Leader  O Lord, forgive me for wanting to take the path of glory and reward.  Forgive me for my self-

ishness that wants to serve you in easy ways and seeks the reward of others' praise.   Lord, teach 

me the humility of spirit that replaces self-centeredness with a sacrificial spirit. Make me vul-

nerable so that I may follow your example.  Help me see those around me who are in need. 

Give me the courage to lay aside the things that I use to hide from their need, and find ways to 

minister to others as you have shown us. 

All   O Lord, hear our prayers. 

 

 



Hymn                   Led by Pastor Lisa Richardson Engen 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

ELW #337 vs. 1 & 2 
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my sov’reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head For sinners such as I? 
 

Was it for sins that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree! 
 

 {The fifth candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 
 

Station 6            Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross 

And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his 

clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o'clock in the morning when 

they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." And with him they 

crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 

heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come 

down from the cross!"  In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him 

among themselves and saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, 

come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also 

taunted him. (Mark 15:23-32) 
 

Leader  O Lord, remind me of the deathly cost of sin. Forgive me for those things I have done that are 

displeasing to you. Forgive me for not allowing you to deal with the darkness that I harbor in 

the hidden recesses of my heart. Forgive me for fooling myself into believing that I am more 

righteous than I am, that I am better than others, and that I have no need to repent.  Forgive me 

for those things I should have done, but found excuses not to do. O Lord, make me better than I 

am, transform me into what I can be by your grace. 

All   O Lord, forgive us for those things we have done and those things we have left undone. In 

  your grace, be merciful to us. 
 

Hymn                Led by Pastor Ryan Brodin 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

ELW #803 vs. 1, 3 & 4 (alt. tune) 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 

 {The sixth candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 

 

 

 



Station 7                     Jesus Cares for His Mother 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said 

to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that 

hour the disciple took her into his own home. (John 19:25b-27) 
 

Leader  O Lord, make me whole so that I may love with the compassion with which you love.  Give me 

the courage to stand beside those who are hurting and share their pain. You know everything 

about me, my weakness, my faults, and my sin. Redeem me and make me new. Through your 

strength and by your grace, make me a conduit of your love, not just to the lovable, but to any 

who need to be cared for and loved. 

All   O Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

Hymn                        Led by Pastor Ryan & Pastor Lisa 

Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

ELW #338 vs. 1 & 3 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land, 

A home within a wilderness, A rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat And burdens of the day 
 

I take, O cross, your shadow For my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than The sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, To know no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, My glory all, the cross. 
 

{The seventh candle is extinguished followed by a short time of silent prayer and meditation.} 
 

Station 8              Jesus Dies on the Cross 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o'clock Jesus cried 

out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsak-

en me?" When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." And someone ran, 

filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to take him down." Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" (Mark 15:33-39) 
 

Leader  O Lord, I cannot comprehend the depth and breadth of your love. There are not enough words 

in all languages together to describe what your love means to me. May my love for you and my 

love for all your children in some way reflect your love. Let this dark night become fertile soil 

for growth in your love and for our growth as a community of Faith. May you use this night to 

teach us how to love you and to love others the way you have loved us. O Lord, we long for 

newness, for hope, for renewal, for life where there is now death.  Out of this darkness bring to 

us the light of a new dawn.   

All  O Lord, hear our prayers.  

 

 



Hymn               Led by Alex Graham & Josh Ertz 

Were You There 

ELW #353 vs. 1 & 2 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

READING John 19:31-42 
 

The Pascal Candle is removed. The strepitus, a loud noise, is heard, symbolizing the sealing of the tomb. Then, 

anticipating the joy of Easter morning, the Pascal Candle is returned. We leave in silence and without Benedic-

tion because the story is continued with the events of Easter morning.   

 

We end in silence. 

 

 

†     †     † 

 

We thank all those involved in today’s worship service! 

 

Special Music: 

Johanna Anderson ~ Harp 

Alex Graham ~ Vocals 

Joshua Ertz ~ Guitar 

Jack Brouillard ~ Timpani 

 

Sound Tech: Jack Brouillard 

Video: Taylor Brouillard, Katie Brouillard 
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