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In May of this year Abiding Savior gave $100 to nineteen different 

individuals, couples, or families and told them to give away the money 

however they chose. All we asked in return was that they share with us their 

story of sharing. This publication is filled with those stories of generosity. 

These nineteen gifts have gone to individuals, organizations, schools, an 

animal hospital, food shelfs and feeding ministries, families in need, helping 

local children, and many other places.  

 

Through these gifts the reach of God’s work done in and though Abiding 

Savior has multiplied! Not only are we helping more people in need, but this 

Sharing to Make a Difference project has generated even more generosity. 

When the project was first announced, a family in our congregation 

immediately stepped forward and made a donation so we could double the 

number of $100 gifts given away. Many of those asked to share the $100 

matched that gift with their own generosity. Some coupled their $100 gift 

with an act of kindness through volunteering or just being present. Through 

this project, hundreds of lives were changed for the better whether through 

the receipt of the gift or the act of giving itself.  

 

You are invited to read through the pages of this publication to experience 

these stories of sharing. Hopefully they will inspire you toward generosity, 

especially generosity toward the work of God done in and though Abiding 

Savior and other organizations. Sharing generously not only helps others, 

sharing also fills us with a joy that can never be found by keeping for 

ourselves.  

 

Enjoy these stories of sharing and please prayerfully consider your own 

generosity in the coming year.  
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We give and share what God has entrusted to us because what we are given in this world is not for our 
personal gain.  Hebrews 13:16 states “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God.”  
 
Maggie and Molly saw a father in the parking lot of Goodwill with his two, small children.  He was loading bags of 
clothes into his vehicle.  We handed him a letter (shown below) in an envelope including the $100 in it.  The girls 
told him they were doing a church project and to open it “when he was comfortable”.  We said “God, bless you” 
and walked away.  He smiled and said “thank you”.    
 
We came to the decision to share the $100 in this way by sitting down as a family and talking about going out into 
our community to search for someone we felt could use the money.  We spoke of going to a grocery store or the 
Ralph Reeder food shelf.  
 
We felt empowered to pay it forward and share the joy with each other and started brainstorming other ways to give 
back. We shared in the joy as a family that we were (hopefully) able to make someone’s day a little brighter.  
Kindness begets kindness. 
 
You should give to Abiding Savior or other organizations because the need is great.  I was so impressed upon 
learning of the snack pack program at ASL.  A church that helps the community is a church I want to be a part of!  
The story of the widow’s offering (Mark 12:41-44) has stuck with me since I heard it in confirmation as a teen.  We 
shared this story with our daughter’s that Jesus is teaching us that is not the amount of money given that is 
important, but rather the sacrifice made in the offering.  God is great. 
 
From this experience, we learned that giving can happen in many ways.  We can give money. We can offer our time 
and resources to those in need.  By asking God to be used as His instrument – you will be shown ways to please 
the Lord.  Thank you for giving the Burgers family this opportunity! 

Sharing in the Parking Lot of Goodwill 

Chris, Jenny, Maggie & Molly Burgers 

Good Day! 
 
We were chosen by our church to 
spend this money on a project called 
“Sharing to Make a Difference”.  Our 
family has prayed about how to spend 
this $100. 
 
We, as a family, care so much about 
our community and we wanted to give 
back!  We are called by God everyday 
to be better humans.  We want to be a 
blessing to others. 
 
Acts 20:35 “In everything I have 
shown you that, by working hard, we 
must help the weak.  In this way we 
remember the Lord Jesus’ words: ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive’” 
 
This gift isn’t meant to offend.  If you 
feel this gift has been given to you by 
mistake, please pay it forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
-a blessed family 
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Almost every time I am by Northtown Mall, I see 
people stand at intersections with signs looking for 
some assistance.  Deciding what to do with this $100 
was a very easy decision for me.  Giving this money 
away really made me more aware of how many 
people right in our area are looking for and needing 
help.  I know that what I gave them will not solve their 
problems, but would maybe help them just knowing 
that they are not completely on their own. 
 
I always feel blessed with what I have--home, food, 
and financial security.  I don’t know how I would 
survive if I were in any of the circumstances that these 
people live with every day.  I divided up the $100 and 
these are the people and one organization I gave 
money to: 
 
Jamiah is living in a group home with two other 
people.  She said she feels as though she is not loved 
and thinks she is satanic.  She does not take any 
drugs or alcohol.  She is trying to get a job and when I 
was talking to her, a ride came to take her to a job 
interview. 
 
Nicele is living in a tent.  She had domestic problems 
and had to leave her home.  She was on drugs and 
almost died from an overdose.  A car accident left her 
with some paralysis and she lost her license.  Because 
of the paralysis, she cannot get a job. 
 
Jacob came here from Alexandria, Minnesota, with 
his brother and is currently staying in a hotel.  Some 
of the benefits he was receiving are about to run out. 
He has been trying to get a job, but has not heard 
back from any of the applications.  He said he was 
going to a Subway next to apply. 
 
Jennifer’s husband has problems and as a result, 
they have been evicted and are now separated.  Their 
children are in foster care.  She had been living in a 
tent, but it and all her belongings were stolen.  She is 
trying to get another tent and air mattress and will stay 
with other people to feel safer.  She is also HIV 
positive, but is controlling it with drugs. 

 
World Vision is a 
Christian 
humanitarian 
organization 
helping children, 
families, and their 
communities 

overcome poverty and injustice.  88% of donations go 
to benefit children, families and communities.  My 
granddaughter makes and sells crafts and she 
donates all profits to this organization. 

I Care About You 

Arden Erickson 

 

Our family was so excited to have this opportunity 
to share. We had a few different ideas but pretty 
quickly agreed to give it to the Irondale High School 
Knight Krawlers Robotics Team.  I (Tacy) am a speech/
language pathologist at a preschool in the Mounds 
View District.  Last year, due to Covid mask mandates, 
speech therapy was next to impossible to deliver to my 
preschoolers if they couldn’t see my mouth and I 
couldn’t see theirs.  The district had a limited supply of 
plexiglass dividers and I found out that I would not be 
getting one until late November.   
 
The Knight Krawlers had been on the news for 
donating clear shields to healthcare workers, so I 
reached out to them to see if they could help.   
After meeting and brainstorming with their leader, 
Scott, we came up with an idea.  In just a few days he 
graciously printed in the 3D printer, and delivered 
several dividers that I was able to use and share with 
other speech pathologists in the district.  His kindness, 
generosity and donation of time and materials to help 
me help my students has stuck with me.  

 
We were so happy to reach out to the Knight Krawlers 
to share that Abiding Savior had given us a gift that we 
wanted to donate to their team.  We learned that they 
have lost resources and work space over the last year 
due to Covid so the team was very grateful for the 
help.   
 
Overall this experience was amazing, it felt wonderful 
to give and this experience makes us want to give 
more. As our family was thinking of ideas of what to do 
with the money we came up with some other ideas that 
we’d like to follow up on, such as sponsoring a 
registration fee for youth sports. We hope to continue 
to give on a regular basis and highly encourage others 
at Abiding Savior to do the same!   

Knight Krawlers 

The Donnelly Family 

 

 

 



Hello! It’s been too long since we have been able to see any of you in person. We missed 
being there and were excited to participate in this opportunity given to us by the Stewardship 
Committee.  
 

As many of you are aware our daughter, Hailey, got sick kind of unexpectedly and needed a bone marrow 
transplant in the midst of Covid...double nightmare. Our lives will be forever changed and our faith in God is 
steadfast.  
 

When we were asked if we would be willing to take this opportunity to donate the money to make a difference we 
jumped on it. We talked about all of the things we wanted to or could do with the money. We thought about the 
Aplastic Anemia Foundation, The Ronald McDonald House, Team Telomere, and even the Alopecia Areata 
Foundation (we joined them for our son Will a while back).  
 

While all of those were great options, what was near and dear to our hearts was the Family Life Program at the U of 
M Children’s Hospital. I wish I could do justice to the program by explaining just how incredible this program was 
and still is for our family. Family Life was there at the Journey Clinic with 2 incredible Family Life specialists: 
Lindsey and Hannah. Those two have become family. There was another amazing family life specialist we also 
became family with: Amy. She works in sedation and has been with Hailey through all of her biopsies and surgeries. 
There are many more specialists throughout the hospital and she had a few that came daily, like when she was 
inpatient for transplant as well.  
 

Family Life not only has incredible specialists but also an incredible program and services. They have crafts, 
resources for family (We watched Super Sam vs the Marrow Monsters), education, games (we played Bingo and 
Trivia a lot), and support.  Family Life was an incredible resource for not only Hailey, but our entire family 
throughout this process and still today as we were just in for our 1 year post transplant appointments. Hailey will 
continue to be a patient of BMT and have follow up appointments to keep her on track. Will also will be a patient 
seen yearly. He will receive preventative care as he too carries the TBD gene.  
 

I can’t say enough amazing things about the Family Life Program and I will say that I even considered a career 
change while watching the impact they made for scared children…. But I thought I might share what Hailey had to 
say. We ultimately let Hailey choose if she thought we should donate the money we were given to Family 
Life.  Hailey’s response to the question was perfect. Her eyes lit up and she got this big smile on her face and said 
“Really! We can do that!!!” Yes, let's do that!” 
 

Later when asking her why she was so excited about the idea of giving back to Family Life 
and why she thought that was such a great idea she said:  

• When I was bored and waiting at all the appointments they always made sure I had 
something to do.  

• When I needed a distraction so I didn’t have to think about all the scary stuff that I had to 
do they were there, too. 

• When I was scared they taught me what I needed to know so I wouldn’t have to be so 
scared. 

• And they played with me! 
 

To say last year was hard is an understatement. To watch your child suffer and be scared is not something any 
parent should ever have to go through. These specialists and the programs they have in place through Family Life 
made and continue to make her time there a little bit easier and that is huge for us. When I asked Hailey why it 
would be important to give to them she also said “so other kids don’t have to be scared so much either.”  
 

We let Hailey give the gift. She filled out the paperwork and everything. The smile on her face says it all. She felt 
proud to give back to something that had given so much for her and I was sure proud to be her mom.  
 

We learned we have so much to be thankful for and it really made us think about what we can do to help others and 
how we can give back more.  It also made us think about what and where our priorities in life are.  

Calming Children’s Fears: 
U of MN Family Life Program 

The Heiden-Gunderson Family—Lisa and Ryan, Hailey, Will, Nevin and Noah 
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I believe you have to give to receive, whether it 
be money, time, wisdom, or love. I think being 
generous and caring has repaid me throughout my 
life. When I've really needed something for my family 
it appears, sometimes without me even asking. Must 
be a God thing. Having faith that things will be ok or 
will work out the way it is supposed to work out for 
them and for us.  
 

Due to some unfortunate circumstances we recently 
lost our dog, Bella, who had to be put down after 
someone struck her with a vehicle and didn't stop to 
help her or tell us of the incident. We took her to 
Mission Animal Hospital, a non-profit hospital so 
those who are lower income can get help for their 
animals. Mission Animal Hospital treated us with 
dignity, respect, and honesty when we needed it 
most. They took Bella in right away to try help her. 
Those at the hospital cared so deeply with genuine, 
heartfelt sympathy which can be hard to come by 
these days, but was exactly what we needed.  
 

Our family chose to use the $100 to help support the 
work of Mission Animal Hospital. We went to the 
store and purchased some toys, treats, leashes, 
canned food, and dishes for dogs and cats.  
 

We just want to thank you for this opportunity to help 
with the stewardship program and to Abiding Savior 
for all the  years of support; emotionally, spiritually, 
and at times financially for the kids. 

Helping Animals 

The Enderle Family 

Our family was given $100 by the church to support 
a charity, organization, or whatever we felt called to do 
with it.  We thought this would be easy.  However, as a 
busy family and many options to choose from, it was far 
from easy to help a very worthy cause. 
 
Our family has been in an in-home daycare for several 
years and our daycare provider has a passion for Feed 
My Starving Children.  Throughout the year, she does 
small fundraisers with and without the kids in her 
childcare.  One of the most exciting opportunities she 
does is a summer bike-a-thon, where all the money 
raised is donated to FMSC.  In the past we have always 
tried to give what we could to help make her efforts 
more successful, but this year due to the generosity 
from the church our family was able to give more. 
 
Our family really enjoyed going with ASLC to FMSC 
before the pandemic hit.  The sense of community and 
fellowship during that event really made the work more 
enjoyable, and our kids really got behind the message 
and mission of FMSC.  So, when we could participate in 
a pandemic-safe bike-a-thon to support FMSC and give 
the kids a sense of fun and fellowship while being able 
to donate more, this seemed like the perfect 
opportunity. 
 
It was fun to see the excitement on our kids’ faces after 
they raced their friends, and just had a good 
time.  Rhua completed over 60 laps, Jacob over 40, 
and David over 20. They knew it is for FMSC, and we 
think this gave them more energy!  As parents we are 
always torn with how to share our gifting funds, but 
there is a true sense of joy that comes from being able 
to give more from our church family.  

Biking for FMSC 

The Schwartz Family 
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Thank you for your generous donation of a box full 
of brand new toys, collars, snacks, and other use-
ful dog supplies!  I wanted to reach out to you per-
sonally and let you now how appreciative we are!  
To show that kind of compassion after experienc-
ing a great loss speaks volumes and we are very 
lucky to have you as a client. 
 

Jaime Meeks, Outreach Coordinator,  
Mission Animal Hospital Sharing to Make a Difference 



We decided to double our $100.00 in order to share in two places close to our hearts. We wanted to give to a 
former member of  our congregation struggling with health issues and to the Minneapolis American Indian Center. 
 
We donate to several charities/organizations but have not before given to a person we adore.  The person who 
received the first $100.00 has had many financial struggles due to her health condition. She is a 76 year old widow 
who still has to work full-time because of many contributing factors. She does not complain about her situation and 
she finds ways to “pay forward” no matter how little she has.  She was overwhelmed with emotion when we gave 
her the $100.00 bill.  Her gratitude to Abiding Savior is enormous and it reminded us how fortunate we are. 
 
Our second $100.00 went to the Minneapolis American Indian Center on Franklin Avenue.  Because so many in 
the American Indian community are at or below the poverty line, we thought they could use the funds for their 
many outreach programs, very similar to Abiding Savior.  Their building has a small café, a gift shop, a gym and 
many clubs/organizations to help children through adulthood.   
 
We have a personal interest in helping this community.  My cousin has adopted five American Indian children.  My 
cousin also taught at the Pierre residential school in Pierre, South Dakota.  Also, our youngest daughter lives in 
South Minneapolis and was happy that her home church was investing in her extended neighborhood. 
 
Kenny and I put a great deal of thought into these decisions.  
We changed our minds a couple of times but in the end we 
both believe that God took us down God’s path! 

Helping a Friend and MAIC - Doubling Our Gift 

Ken and Cindy Hill 
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It seems everyone expected to learn something by this 
exercise of deliberate giving.  I learned how hard it is to 
choose which is the best option to support as there are so many 
causes that deserve it.  This gift made reflect on the values and 
causes I am passionate about.  It made me think about 
accountability—expecting that from the people I support and 
from myself to follow through and give. 
 
I come from a family dedicated to service to others, a place of 
privilege when it comes to income and other identities of 
privilege (ability, faith, sexual orientation, race).  My faith has 
taught me to share in times of prosperity and that my wealth and 
success impacts the people around me.  I have a sense of 
justice.  My liberation is intertwined with the liberation of others 
and I must act in that way. 
 
I used my $100 to pay for the recreational activity fees for youth in my neighborhood at Folwell Park.  Youth and 
Youth engagement is a key passion of mine.  I was active in ASLC youth activities and this has continued into many 
of the roles I have taken on over the years.  I have seen the impact activities and recreation geared for youth has 
created in opportunities for me in my life and opportunities for youth to express themselves and develop a sense of 
community.   
 
This gift make me feel responsible and engaged.  Folwell Park is blocks away from my home and knowing that 
putting support into a local effort makes me feel invested in the community I serve. 
 
Abiding Savior has a tradition of providing support to the local communities it serves while engaging intentionally in 
the health and well being of those communities.  More funding for organizations like ASLC means an expansion of 
community programs, scholarships for youth, and services unencumbered by financial barriers to entry for the 
community.  I think ASLC has done a good job of eliminating those barriers, but I think more can be done and that 
is why ASLC needs financial support from people who can give. 

Helping to Engage Youth in My Neighborhood 

Colin Owens 



Sharing Our Abundance with Others 
The Haas-Zarambo Family 
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Pastor Brodin asked me if  I would be willing to participate in an 
opportunity provided by the Stewardship Committee to give away $100 
passing it on to someone or an organization with no stipulation other than 
writing of the choice and experience of the endeavor. I agreed and in early 
May I was handed this envelope with a crisp $100 bill. 
 
For nearly a month, the envelope with the currency remained on the table in my possession and I prayed about 
"who" I would give it to. This was GOD'S money not mine to keep or invest. During this time, I consulted with my 
barber, perhaps he would know of a needy family; my friend; several residents at the apartment building where I 
live; also my children and grandchildren, all to no avail. Several days later my friend Ginny asked me if I had made 
a choice, she suggested that I consider ACBC, a food shelf in Anoka. 

 
On Wednesday June 2nd I went to ACBC and met with Lisa who was a coordinator and handed her the $100, She 
wrote the receipt and thanked me for this contribution from our church . While I was there, a number of women 
with children were picking up food items. It made me feel good that this was the right place for Abiding Savior's 
cash donation. It was at this time that I took out $50 from my own wallet handed it to Lisa and she said thank you 
once again.  

Supporting the ACBC Food Shelf 

Warren Woods 

Trying to decide what to do with $100 was a hard decision. I had lots of ideas. One of 
my initial ideas was that I had just heard about a bike store that did “go fund me” 
fundraisers to help make bikes for children with special needs. Another idea was that 
we just could donate the money, but then that was kind of nothing extra or special and 
our kids would not be involved. I wanted the kids to be more a part of our sharing.  
 
In the end, I came back to the importance of giving food. A basic necessity that my 
children, mostly if not completely, take for granted. My mom was a person who LOVED 
to feed others. I remember her bringing meals to families that the church had heard that 
needed meals such as homebound seniors or families who had just had babies. Dave 
also comes from a family where helping others with food is important. Dave’s dad has 
run the food pantry in his hometown for the last 25 years. Food is needed everywhere. 
There are so many people who just don’t have enough to eat. Without food and 
nutrition, other things can’t be accomplished. It’s hard to focus when you are hungry.  
 

Dave and I decided we would give to Feed My Starving Children (FMSC). My mom 
introduced us to this organization and we have participated many times through Abiding 
Savior. Giving this gift was an easy and gratifying feeling as they tell you that $88 gives 
one child a meal for a year! We also chose to volunteer our time making meals, which is 
always a positive experience for our whole family. The kids love to try all the different 
stations during their time and get excited at each box of meals we fill.   Without 
volunteers to pack, food would not be able to be shipped to countries in need or would 
drive the cost up exceptionally and limit how many meals could be provided.  
 

Giving is something both Dave and I were raised watching our parents live out. When 
Dave and I got married, we started giving to causes that we thought were important to 
us in other countries. Later, we also started giving closer to home at the local food shelf, 
CPY, and Quincy House as examples while continuing to support abroad. Giving toward 
food security still being a priority.  
 

This experience was a reminder to me of the abundance we have and how grateful we 
should be to have it. At times, we forget how much we have and focus on what more we 
need, which in reality, is purely wants and desires. At FMSC, the stories they share, the 
experience of packing the food, and the food samples they share always remind me that 
we are so blessed, and that we need to share more of our time and our blessings with 
others.  
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As soon as Pastor Ryan asked us to be part of this, I told my husband I know who the 
money should go to and he agreed.  We gave the $100 to a family I met last year in school.  I 
worked with a set of twins in kindergarten.  The family had a baby boy last fall and had an 
older daughter that was still in Africa.  They had sent her to a boarding school where she had 
been waiting since 2019 to be reunited with her family.  Their daughter was able to come 
here from Africa last May.  I was able to meet her and that was when we gave them the 
money.  I felt it was really important to give them a little extra to provide for things like some 
new clothes. 
 
Giving this family the money felt great!  They were surprised that they should be picked to receive it!  They are so 
gracious and love being here in the United States.  It was so satisfying to share money with someone I knew could 
use it and also know it was so appreciated.  I feel it is so important to use the gifts we have been given and allow 
others to understand the promises we have all been given. 
 
Abiding Savior makes such a huge impact with what we are doing and it helps others in our community.  A stronger 
community brings people together.  (Please see the thank you received from this family on the top of the next pg.) 

It is a big responsibility to be taken seriously when you receive a gift, especially a 
monetary gift, and to giveaway what was given to you.  Someone worked hard to be 
able to give the gift and that is not to be taken lightly.  It is special to be chosen to pass 
along a gift in thankfulness. 
  
I prayed and thought about where the money I was given should go.  I read the daily “God Pause” sent out by 
Luther Seminary and remembered that there was a request earlier this year to help students who were in need to 
finish their studies.  That was what I decided.  I felt this “mustard seed” could be widely spread and could multiply 
to serve God. 
  
I knew my gift to Luther Seminary would serve a need, be welcomed, respected, and used wisely.  It would be 
received by many as it multiplies beyond the immediate recipients. 
 
When you believe in something, you want to give.  I think when you receive, you want to give back and spread the 
gift even further.  Giving feels so rewarding, inspiring, satisfying, and it brings both the giver and the receiver 
happiness and joy.  Giving to Abiding Savior helps the church sustain itself as it meet the needs of others and 
provides a positive culture in our community. 

Mustard Seeds 

Sharon Smith 

Bringing People Together 

The Syverson Family 

Operation Smile 

Steve and Debbie Phillips  

When we were asked to share $100 from our church wherever we felt moved to share, there 
were two places that spoke to our heart. The first was an organization called Operation Smile. 
Operation Smile is an organization that offers free and safe surgeries to repair cleft pallets in 
children around the world. My (Debbie’s) father was born with a cleft pallet. Through great family 
sacrifice he was able to have many surgeries to help repair his pallet, he still faced many challenges 

in his life because of his appearance. It touched our hearts to be able to make a gift to help other children, most of 
whom would never be able to afford the surgery, to repair their cleft pallet and move forward in life with confidence.  
 
When we received the $100 from Abiding Savior, we were moved to match that $100 gift because we wanted to 
share also with a woman we know who was facing many health issues as well as financial challenges. After many 
surgeries and medical bills our friend is barely able to make ends meet. Although this $100 gift does not remove all 
of her burdens, we were happy to share with her so she knows she is not alone and she is loved.  
 
Thank you Abiding Savior for this opportunity to share and to make a difference in God’s name!  
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 Kids in Need Foundation 

Johanna Anderson 

When Abiding Savior gave us $100 to share, we 
were trying to think of ways that it could help as many 
people as possible. Driving in the area I noticed many 
people (even families) on the streets/ramps holding 
signs and asking for money. We thought about what 
we could do for these people.  
 
We decided to make these “help bags” to hand them 
through the car window. My son Gavin and I put the 
bags together then we put a few in all four of our cars. 
Each ‘Help bag” contains a $5 bill, bottled water, 
cereal box, snack bars and a sign that says “God 
Loves You”.  Now as we drive and see someone in 
need, we can pull off to the side of the road and hand 
them a bag and tell them "God Bless You". 
 
These “help bags” have been very much appreciated 
by those all who receive them. The look in their eyes 
says it all.  Our whole family has been involved in 
giving them out wherever we go including New 
Brighton, Fridley, Columbia Heights, Northeast, 
Minneapolis, White Bear Lake and Woodbury. 
 
In the past, we have given to those in need on these 
corners only occasionally. I think our family has seen 
the "thanks" in the eyes of the people receiving the 
bags. I can see our family, all six of us, continuing to 
share these “help bags” for a long time. 
 
Thank you to Abiding Savior for supporting our 
neighbors and for helping our family see the light and 
joy of helping a neighbor in need. 

Helping Our Neighbors 

The Bourassa Family 

I chose to give my donation to the Kids in Need 
Foundation. I am a math/science teacher at a public 
charter school in Brooklyn Center. Our school motto is 
“Where students come first”. This aligns beautifully with 
what The Kids in Need Foundation (KiNF) was built on. 
KiNF’s vision is for every child in America to have equal 
opportunities and equal access to a quality education. 
They do this by partnering with teachers and students 
in under-resourced schools, and provide the support 
needed for teachers to teach and learners to learn.  
 
KiNF reaches out to schools who have a lot of lower 
income students and they offer each teacher the 
opportunity to sign up to go ‘shop’ for any school 
supplies that they need once per semester. KiNF has a 
building in Roseville, MN and when I went my first time, 
it was wayyyyyy cooler than it sounded! I went into the 
building to sign in, they then gave me a cart and a 
shopping list. I basically wrote down whatever I put into 
my cart. So I went and got a box of 24-backpacks, 
pencils, pens, glue bottles, books - individual and class 
sets, craft stores donated crafting supplies and decor 
for rooms, anything you need as a teacher for your 
classroom, they had it all.  
 
Because I (and other teachers) were able to go pick up 
supplies, we now can make sure that every student has 
a backpack, basic school supplies to have at home, 
AND supplies for our classrooms. They are making a 
HUGE difference to my students, their families, and to 
me.  

Dear Syverson Family— 
 

Thank you for your generosity and kindness. We were 
graced by your presence and kind gesture which 
came at a time when we needed it most.  
We were able to dine together as a family with the 
funds you gave us and forget about our worries for 
one night.  
 

Extend our gratitude to the church and our love and 
greetings to all the congregation. May God replenish 
your pockets a hundred fold and may his blessings 
abound.  
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In a big world it may seem like one act of kindness, one prayer, one moment you give 
to someone else may not seem impactful. However, like a pebble thrown into the ocean it 
has a ripple effect. Kindness, giving, and caring breeds more kindness, giving and caring. 
This is why we share what God has entrusted to us.  
 
This was never more evident as when Brian was diagnosed with brain cancer. The prayers, 
kindness, financial support, a smile, a hug, a visit, and even a thought felt so profound that 
we don’t even have the words to describe how impactful it all is on our journey. It was 
strange feeling to be going through something so awful and yet feel so overwhelmed by the 
blessings that surrounded us and being so incredibly grateful to those that embraced us. 
That is God’s love. That is His way. To bestow peace, comfort, and strength in our journey. 
And that is why we give, so we can see Him in all that we do in this world.  
 
What is strange is that the biggest fear was not death when we found out about the cancer. God reassures us that 
our time is limited here and that there is a better place for us outside of this earth. We knew that was a promise we 
could rely on. The biggest fear was keeping a roof over our heads and food on our table. The cost of taking time off 
of work and the cancer treatments were stressful to say the least. We were extremely blessed that our family, 
church family, friends, and some who we barely knew came forward and donated food, gift cards, and money to 
help us. Even a prayer for us to be secure and taken care of by our Lord was reassuring as we know that God 
always provides. The fear is real for so many families who go through this, some who are not as fortunate as us.  
 
Our good friend, Shelley, who lost her husband to a glioblastoma, works closely with the Angel Foundation. The 
Angel Foundation supports families going through cancer, not only financially but also with many other resources. 
One day we had a surprise visitor show up at our door with Angel Foundation bags filled with educational materials 
and a stuffed animal. We thought for sure our kids would be too old to appreciate it, but in a time when fear and the 
thought of loss is at the forefront, a cozy stuffed animal brought them comfort.  
 
We decided to donate the $100 to the Angel Foundation, because we felt like it was a good way to pay forward the 
blessings we received while Brian was going through treatment. We wanted those who benefit from the Angel 
Foundation to feel the love and support from our church family the same way we did. We sent it with a prayer that 
God would embrace other families going through we are going through in the many, many ways we feel Him in our 
lives. 
 
Initially, when we received the $100 from Abiding Savior, there was an overwhelming sense of duty and our first 
thought was the gravity of helping 6 billion people with $100. How does one make the biggest impact possible with 
$100? And then we remembered that all it takes is one. One moment of kindness, one moment of prayer, one 
moment of trusting the Lord to bless others and that is all it takes to impact the most people. We never know what 
one thing we do will be the most impactful to others. We never know who will see God’s light shine through in what 
we do, but that should not stop us from continuing to give what God has given us. Because all it takes is one to 
believe and it can change the world.  

Angel Foundation 

The Gullickson Family 

Erin, Lilly, and I feel incredibly blessed to have; we have our basic physical needs met as well as our spiritual, 
emotional, and community needs. We also know that not all share in our bounty. Abiding Savior has come to be a 
place for us to recharge our spirits and make connections with people on a real level. We have seen the work that 
Abiding Savior does to be the hands and feet of God. Both Erin and Scott have been frustrated by other church 
experiences that preach the Gospel but don’t actually reach out physically or financially to better our world like 
Abiding Savior.  

We chose to donate our $100 to Every Meal, a local non-profit dedicated to providing nutritious food to children in 
need. Both Erin and Scott see the need to have access to nutritious food, Erin in her work as a cardiac therapist, 
and Scott in his work as a high school teacher. Children need to have their basic needs met in order to learn and in 
order to stay healthy for life. Donating our $100 made us even more aware of the needs of those around us, and 
we’re committed to continuing to support our community. 

Fighting Child Hunger 

Scott, Erin and Lilly Sturm 

 



Our donation to the Minnesota Autism Center is given with the hope of continuing the complex and challenging 
development of education, understanding and acceptance of this developmental disorder. The center provides 
support for those affected by this spectrum and has a team of highly trained professionals who work to reduce and 
eliminate symptoms of autism. Autism Spectrum Disorder is a disability affecting an individual's ability to 
communicate and engage.  These behavioral issues affect every aspect of an individual's and family's life, most 
notably with social interaction, repetitive and disruptive behavior, anxiety and sensory issues, and restricted 
interests and learning struggles. These issues vary greatly from person to person with no two people the same, 
therefore being no single solution. 
 
Our family has personally been touched by this mysterious disability. This diagnosis has affected the family life of 
those involved in many ways, both good and bad. 
 
It is our hope that by promoting an increase in knowledge, understanding and compassion, additional funds will be 
raised to discover more resources for treatment and outreach. Through generous donations and special funding 
many more individuals with this debilitating disability will be diagnosed and treated and will no longer meet the 
criteria for the autism spectrum. 
 
The Minnesota Autism Center, and us as well, are grateful to Abiding Savior for providing this opportunity for 
sharing God's monetary gifts and knowledge to others for the benefit of those in need.  

Sharing God’s Gifts to Help Autism 

Evonne and LeRoy Tauer 
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Thank you for allowing our family to participate in the Sharing to Make 
a Difference program.  After much discussion, our family decided to donate 
our $100 to the Abiding Savior Preschool - for many reasons but a huge 
deciding factor was that we all agreed that this was the right choice.   
 
The kids remember attending and have fun memories of friends, stories and 
art projects.  Jeff and I are so grateful the kids started their education in a 
trusted location with an amazing staff dedicated to educating our children 
and sharing God’s love.  We are grateful that ASLC allowed us this giving 
opportunity and happy we choose such a worthy organization.  We hope 
that many additional children get to start their education in this faith-
sharing, warm, kind, and encouraging environment that prepares kids for 
the next big step - Kindergarten.    

Building Bright Futures 

The Sonderman Family 

Proud graduates of Abiding Savior Preschool:   
Chase (now 14 and a freshman at Centennial High School),  
Brett (now 19 and a sophomore at Gustavus Adolphus College) and  
Brianne (now 17 and a senior at Centennial High School). 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Sunday, October 10th - Kickoff Sunday 

8:45 Adult Forum with Pastor Ryan, “Stories of Sharing Part I” 

10:00 Worship 

Sharing to Make a Difference Mission Minute 

 

Sunday, October 17th 

8:45 Adult Forum with Pastor Ryan “Stories of Sharing Part II” 

10:00 Worship 

Sharing to Make a Difference Mission Minute 

 

Sunday, October 24th - Celebration Sharing Sunday 

10:00 Festive Worship 

Sharing to Make a Difference Slideshow 

Sharing to Make a Difference Mission Minute 

Return pledge cards during festive worship 

 

11:00 Celebration of Sharing Thank You Brunch 

Brunch offered free of charge  

to say thank you for your continued generosity! 

Sharing to Make a Difference 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 2021 

 

Special note about  

Celebration Sharing Sunday 

 

For Celebration Sharing Sunday each person 

in attendance at worship will receive $5.00 to 

share wherever they feel moved to share. 

Along with the $5.00, they will receive a note 

on which they can share where they gave 

their $5.00 and why, and how sharing makes 

them feel.  

 

The notes can be returned to church and will 

be placed on the Sharing Tree for everyone 

to read. How exciting to see where our 

friends and neighbors are giving and how 

generosity not only benefits those who re-

ceive but changes the giver as well.  

Sharing to Make a Difference 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 2021 


